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Emmanuel Church, Bel Air 

27 September 2020 – A Proper 21 

The Holy Eucharist 

 
“Parable of the Two Sons,” by Andrey Mironov (Contemporary) 

 

The Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God by Bill Brieger in Loving 
Memory of Maryan G. Brieger and with Thanks to her Friends, the Holy Folders. 

 

Prelude  

 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Canticle           Psalm 100, from the St. Helena’s Psalter, used by Permission 
 

May all lands be joyful before you, O God, * 

serve with gladness 

and come before your presence with a song. 

For we know that you are God; * 

you yourself have made us, and we are yours; 

we are your people and the sheep of your pasture. 

We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, 

go into your courts with praise, * 

give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 

For you are good; 

your mercy is everlasting; * 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age 

 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you 

   Let us pray. 

 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 

heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are 

passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel. 

         Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

18:1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, 

and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this 

proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are 
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mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only 

the person who sins that shall die. … 
25 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: 

Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous 

turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for 

it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when 

the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do 

what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had 

committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of 

Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 

ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; 

otherwise iniquity will be your ruin.* 31Cast away from you all the 

transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a 

new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I 

have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, 

and live. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
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Matthew 21:23-32 
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you 

doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24Jesus said to them, 

‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also 

tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come 

from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one 

another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you 

not believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the 

crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 27So they answered Jesus, ‘We do 

not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I 

am doing these things. 
28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 

“Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but 

later he changed his mind and went. 30The father* went to the second and 

said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31Which of 

the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, 

‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 

kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the 

prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 

your minds and believe him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Sermon                  The Rev’d Canon Dr. Mark Gatza 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and God’s kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son (s)he is worshiped and glorified. 

    (S)He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People, Form II  (Found on page 385 of the Prayerbook) 

In the course of the silence after each bidding,  

the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 
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I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for Michael, our 

Presiding Bishop, Eugene our Bishop, Robert, our Assistant Bishop; for this 

gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 
Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-

being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 
Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and 

those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. 

Pray that they may find and be found by God. 
Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Pray for those who have died. 
Silence 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
Silence 

 
 

Then the Celebrant concludes 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own 

peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, 

and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 



 

8 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Offertory Verse 
 I appeal to you, sisters and brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual worship. 
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The Preparation of the Altar 
A Musical Offering will be played. 

 

 

 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new 

people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 

made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 

your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 

flesh, Jesus, your Son. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 

us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send  your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 

that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the 

new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 

acceptable through him, being  sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 

to that heavenly country where with the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mystical 

poet Thomas Traherne, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 

heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 
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    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Feed on him in your 

hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

The Celebrant presents the bread and wine to the congregation, variously gathered, and then 
consumes them on behalf of the people. Then all pray together 
 

Holy God, the reality of your saving presence in this bread and wine is 

an outward and visible sign of the providence by which you sustain our 

lives and the world we live in. Grant that the Spirit of this sacrament 

may empower us to be faithful witnesses to the wonder of your creation, 

the love you have shown us in our redemption, and the praises that ring 

out for eternity from our heavenly home. Amen.  
 

Celebrant May the peace of God, which surpasses all our understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and the blessing of God, our creator, redeemer, and 

sustainer, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  Let us Bless the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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Postlude  

 

 
  

The Rev’d Canon Dr. Mark Gatza, Rector 
The Rev’d William L. Smith, Priest Associate 

The Rev’d Paul H. Moser, Retired Rector 
Brent A. Pertusio, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Third Saturday Band 
Heather Costantino, Christian Education Coordinator 
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